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evidence in Die Grosse Politik that Germany was definitely
acquainted at this time with the double-faced bargain which
Lansdowne and Delcasse had made and in which Spain
participated. Had it been definitely Trnown to Germany, it
would surely be indicated in the recent German documents,
as an evidence of Albion's perfidy and Delcasse's deviltry.
It was not necessary, however, for Germany to have been
definitely told what had been done. Given the knowledge
of French ambitions and interests in Morocco, she could
easily surmise the truth. She correctly suspected that there
was more to the Anglo-French agreements than met the
eye in the published articles. But though not without
suspicions as to the fate awaiting Morocco, Billow and
Holstein seem chiefly to have suspected that France and
England had made some secret deal in regard to the parti-
tion of China,112 or had entered into some sort of an alliance
aimed against Germany.113
Who were the originators of the Entente Cordiale and
what were their motives? M. Tardieu, who stood close to
Delcasse and had good information, says, "The English
King was the initiator of the rapprochement. He it was
who both conceived and. facilitated it while many still be-
lieved that the moment was premature." 1W Lord Cromer
spoke of it as the "work of that very eminent diplomatist,
His Majesty the King, and Lord Lansdowne."115 That the
main impulse to it came from the side of England and not
France grew to be a very general opinion both in England
and on the Continent, and it was certainly greeted with more
general enthusiasm in England than in France.116 Tardieu,
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